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NN Sunday morning the 17th of Novem- 
2 alt ber the inhabitants of Newcaſtle upon 
4 O D Tyne were alarmed with the moſt dread- 


ful inundation that ever befel that part of 


N f, the country; occaſioned, as may be pre- 


© 
* 


Pg 
* 
e ſumed, by an inceſſant fall of rain from 


Saturday morning to Sunday, which was 


particularly violent in the weſtern parts of that county 


and the county of Durham. The firſt dawn of day diſ- 


covered a ſcene of horror and devaitation, too dreadful 


for words to expieſs, or Humanity to behold without 
{ſhuddering : All the cellars, warehouſes, ſhops, and low- 


er apartments of the dwelling-houſes from the Weſt end 
of the Vole to near Ewes-burn were totally under water. 


The flood was fo rapid and ſudden, that it was with the 
greateſt difficulty the inhabitants, who ſlept in the lower 


parts of their houſes, eſcaped with their lives. The 


middle arch of Tyne Bridge, and two other, arches near 
to the South ſide of the water, were carried away, and ſe- 
ven houſes with ſhops ſtanding thereon, together with 
ſome of the inhabitants, overwhelmed in immediate de- 
ſtruction. Mr Fiddas and his maid, Mr Tinkler, Mr 
Chr. Byerley and his ſon, together with an apprentice to 
Mr James, are the perſons that have periſhed by the fall- 
ing of theſe arches: and the houſes and ſhops which fell 
into the river that morning were occupied by Mr Paton, 
Mr W. Hills, Mr Byerly, Mrs Haſwell, Mr Tinkler, 
Mr Edw. Wilſon, and Mr John James. Four other 
houſes with ſhops likewiſe fell from the bridge the next 


day into the river; and in a little time after, the whole 
range of buildings, from near the Blue Stone on the 


Bridge unto Gateſhead, met with the ſame fate. Mr Pa- 
ton's houſe was carried wholly as far as Jarrow's Jake, 
ſeven or eight miles down the river, where it was ſtop- 


ped, but upon examining the inſide, nothing was left in 


it but a cat and a dog, both alive.—The water was ſup- 
poſed to be at its height about ſeven o'clock in the morn- 
Ing, end to have riſen upwards of twelve feet above high 


weate! mark in ſpring-tides.— The Sandhill was a capa- 


cious flood; and boats lied thereon ſome hours. In 
ſome parts it wes jix feet deep. All the timber, mer- 
chars goods, &. lying upon the Quay and on the ſe- 
vera! i ores in the neighbourhood, were entirely ſwept 
awaz the current; as were moſt of the ſhips lying at 
the Q11i.y, and a number of keels, boats, and other ſmall 


IH _ff wy rd — — po ood > 2 hy & — 4 


craft 


_— 5 6 des a" Ah. 


om 


„ 

craft both below and above bridge, carried down the cur- 
rent, and ſcattered and ſtranded on each ſide of the river 
to Shields, or otherwiſe borne onward into the ſea, and there 
ſunk or wrecked along the coaſt. Three ſloops and a 
brig were driven upon the Keyſide, and left there when 
the flood abated: they furro ved up the pavement, and 
broke down a great part of the Quay. | 

But Newealtle did not alone ſuffer from the terrible 
violence of this flood: Hardly a village or cottage-houſe 
from T'yne-head, in Alſton- moor, to Shields, eſcaped its 
deſtructive fury: The bridges at Alſton, Ridley-hal}, 
Haydon, Chollerford, and Hexham, were all carried away: 
the wooden bridge at Allendale was ſwept away entire, 
and diſcovered the next day lying acroſs a lane near 
Newbrough, as exactly as if fixed there by human means. 
It is impoſſible to aſcertain the prodigious number of 
horſes, black cattle, ſheep and other animals that have 
periſhed, and of corn and hay ſtacks, hedges, fences, im- 
plements of huſbandry, and whole acres of ground, which 
have been ſwept away by the impetuoſity of the torrent, 


whereby families who have lived in affluence and plenty 


are now reduced to the molt abje& miſery and want. In 
ſcenes of general calamity, the diſtreſſes of individuals 
are ſeldom remarked: Thoſe from whoſe rack'd heart 
every comfort is torn, Humanity may ſofien, though ſhe 
cannot remove their grief. The inhabitants of the vil- 
age of Bywell were among the moit unhappy ſufferers 
in this melancholy cataſtrophe : The whole town was 
under water; and in the dining-room, and other rooms 
on the firſt floor of Mr Fenwick's houſe, it was fix feet 
deep. The farmers there have loſt all their corn and hay 
ſtacks, cows, &c. All the garden Walls belonging to 
Mr Fenwick are broken down, and the gardens entirely 
deſtroyed : A delay of five minutes would have effected 
deſtruction to his whole ſtud, together with four 
ſervants. Four dwelling-houſes were {wept a- 
way, and one whole family, together with four other 
perſons periſhed : many people were tæken out of their 
houſes through the roois, &c. The ſhrieks of women 
and of children, frantic with all the agonies of deſyair, 
will better be conceived than deſcribed : Dead bodies and 
coffins were torn out of the church-yards, and the living 
and the dead promiſcuouſly claſlied in the torrent. Mr 
Fenwick's humanity on this occaſion, by ſending the un- 
happy ſufferers a moſt ſeaſonable relief, merited the high- 


(4) 


eſt encomium.— The boat-houſe at Ovingham was Car- 


ried away, and eight perſons periſhed : When the water 
entered the houſe, there were ten people in it, the boat- 
man, his wife, and two children, his mother and his 
brother, his man and maid- ſervants, with a young man 
from Prudhoe, and one Geo. Simpſon, a labouring man ; 
on their perceiving the danger they were in, they all 
went up ſtairs, and as the water advanced, they aſcend- 
ed nearer the roof of the houſe, till at laſt they were ob- 
liged to get upon the top of the houſe, when three of 
them climbed up to the ' chimney top, viz. George 
Simplon, the young man from Prudhoe, and the boat- 
man's brother ; theſe three ſoon after ſaw all the others 
ſwept away from the roof, and did not remain long after 
them, until they ſhared the ſame fate. The boatman 
and the maid were taken from a tree about eleven o'clock 
on the Sunday forenoon, about 2 or 300 yards from 
the houſe, but the girl died in ten minutes after; the boat- 
man's brother had alſo clung to another tree, and was 
ſaved at the ſame time. "Theſe two are the only ſurvivors 
of the ten perſons. - 
By the violence of the flood ſeveral ſhips were driven 
from their moorings at Shields upon the Herd, &c. 
At Team, near Swalwell, a boat was driven a- 


gainſt a houſe almoſt under water, of which the 


people immediately laid hold, and thereby ſaved the whole 
fam ily, with ſome others who would have cerjainly periſh- 
ed. A woman with a child in her arms were found 
drowned in Jarrow's lake. 5, 

At Haydon, it overflowed the whole town, which ob 

liged the men with women and children upon their backs, 
to wade almoſt up to their necks to the church, where 


they found ſanctuary; when the Rev. Mr Harriſon be- 


haved with the greateſt humanity, by getting them fire, 

with food and raiment from his houſe. | 
The bed of the river Tyne being entirely altered by 

the ficod, the Maſter and Brethren of the Trinity-houſe 


ordered the pilots to make a ſurvey of the new channel, 


in order to qualify themſelves to lay the buoys in the 
proper places, that ſhips may be conducted up and down 


with the uſual ſafety. 


The very remarkable preſervation of one Peter Wea- 
therly, a ſhoemaker, with his family, who lived upon 
Tyne Bridge at the time the arches fell down, ſeems - 
worthy of notice: Between three and four o'clock that 
is e | morning 


( 


morning he was ſuddenly awaked by the prodigious noiſe 
of the flood, and on opening a window, obſerved Mr and 
Mrs Fiddas, two children, and their maid paſſing along 
the bridge; on ſhutting the window again, he was about 
repairing to reſt, when all on a ſudden the arch imme- 
© diately adjoining his houſe on the north fide, ruſhed 
down. This inſtantly drew his attention to the family's 
ſafety; and raiſing them up, he opened the door, when 
he beheld the deſtructive torrent rolling almoſt imme- 
diately beneath him. He then with difficulty quitted 
the houſe, and at _ utmoſt hazard of his life (the pave- 
ment breaking and tumbling beneath his feet into the 
water) aſſiſted his wife, two young children, and a ſer- 
. vant girl to follow him. As all acceſs to the north was 
cut off by the falling of the above arch, they immediately 
haſtened to the ſouth end, but had not gone far until 
they perceived themſelves involved in ſtill greater miſery 
and danger, two other arches having likewiſe fallen at 
that part. In this diſtreſsful ſituation they remained from 
four till ten o'clock in the morning, periſhing with cold, 
and affording a moſt melancholy ſpectacle to the inhabi- 
tants on each {ide of the water. Their ſtation was upon 
a ſurface about ſix feet ſquare, all other parts of the arch 
which ſupported them appearing terribly rent, and threat- 
ened each moment to bury them in the flood. None 
durſt attempt to relieve them by boats, and no other ku- 
man means appeared poſſible, — However, a bricklayer in 
Gateſhead concerted a meaſure for their deliverance, tho? 
the moſt perilous that can be conceived, and boidly ven- 
tured alone to execute it: A range of ſhops then ſtand- 
ing on the eaſt {ide of the bridge, ſupported only by tim- 
ber laid from pier to pier, and extending from Gateſhead 


to the place where the diſtreſſed people ſtood, afforded him 


the means of preſerving their lives: He broke a large hole 
through the fide of every ſnop, all the way to the* arch 
where they were, and through thele openings braught the 
whole family ſafe into Gatethead, J 

The flood in the river Wear was nearly as violent as 
in the Tyne; the water at Durham was full eight feet 
higher than ever known before; two houſes, with all the 
furniture, were entirely ſwept away; the new bridge, 
and one of the abby mills, ſhared the ſame fate; ſome 
other houſes fell down, and many were greatly damaged ; 
ſeveral horſes and cows were. drowned in the itables, 
byers, &c. Mr Bambrough, Mr Weller, and Mr Star. 
forth, all ſuffered very greatly ; indeed all the inhabitants 
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in the lower parts oſ the two Elvets, ſuffered much, Hap- 


pily, no lives were loſt there; but two of Mr Carr's 
ſervants, of Cocken, periſhed in croſſing the river at 
Cocken ford. The back-buildings, garden walls, &c. 


near the river, afford a moſt ruinous proſpect. Froſ- 


terly, Wolſingham, and Witton bridges are all gone.— 
By the rapidity of the current in the Wear, about 200 


keels, loaden and light, broke adrift, and many of them 
were carried to ſea; 26 of them were ſtopped at the 
mouth of the harbour by a {trong eaſterly wind. Several 


ſhips at Sunderland drove from their anchors, and by run- 
ning againſt each other broke down their maſts, bow- 


ſprits, cabbin windows, and quarters; four or hve of 
them were driven to ſea, and totally loſt. Eight or nine 
dead bodies came aſhore that morning in the harbour. 
At Barr ardcaſtle the water was ſo high, that the arch 
on the York{hire ſide of the bridge there could not admit 
the quantity, ſo forced its way over the battlement, and 
a great part of it took its courſe along the ſtreet on the 
Yorkſhire ſide, drove away the cauſeway, waſhed the foil 
down to the rock, and demolifned eight dwelling-houſes, 
moſt of them of conſiderable value. Some of them were 
entirely ſwept away, not one ſtone being left; and as 
the bridge-end was about four yards higher than the 
rock, people going into Yorkſhire were obiiged to go 
down a Jadder, There were no lives Joſt, tho' many were 
in the greateſt danger. Great damage was alſo done to 


the mills in that neighbourhood, and numbers of cattle 


were drowned. Gilmonby, Rutherford, and Greata 
bridges were broken down. 

] he water at Cheſter-le-ſtreet extended near 200 yards, 
from north to ſouth in the ſtreet, and did confiderable 
damage to the dwelling-houſes and ſhops there. The 


mill with moſt of the mill-houſes and furniture, belong- 


ing fo John Ethrington, hear Cocken, were carried 
away; as were alſo all the corn-ſtzcks belonging to Mr 
Mowbrays, at Neworough, the ſiſhing-lodge, and moſt 
of the furniture of Lumley boat-houfe. Ihe collieries 
at North Riddick, Chatterſhaugh, Low Lambton, on 
the Wear, were all filled with water, and upwards of 


thirty horſes in the ſeveral workings drowned. Several 


houſes with waggons, and a great quantity of coals were 
ſwept off; and the hre engines belonging to the two for- 
mer collieries entirely deſtroyed, All the low grounds 


from Cheſter to Cocken were covered with the dead car- 
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caſes of horſes, cows, oxen, and leur and alſo with corn 


and hay-ſtacks, n furnitur 


kinds. 
As ſoon as the food was diſcorered at Stockton, car- 


riages were procured to take two boats over land to 
Yarm, with ſome experienced ſailors, who thereby ſaved 
the lives of many, Thirty or forty peop'e were taken 
from the tops of the houſes { 

fourteen houſes were entirely thrown down ; all the 


| houſes near the bridge, @n both ſides, are ſo rent as not 


* 


to be habitable, ſo that the town mult be re- built. There 


was fifteen feet plumb water in the ſtreet, which is five 
feet higher than was ever remembered. The gentlemen 
of Stockton contributed to ſend them a ſupply of all the: 
neceſſaries of life, and fer forward a ſubſcription for their 
future benefit. At Croft, in Yorkſhire, the town was: 
moſtly under water ; part of the church was walhed 


away, but the bridge was left 1 and we da not 


hear of any lives being loſt. 


At Kendal, in Weſtmorland, they had conſtant . f 


rains for three days and three nights. Great damages 
were done, and many dreadful misfortunes happened 


one of which was, three men ſtanding upon Wennington | 


bridge, looking at ſomething coming down the river, the 


bridge fell in, and they all periſhed. One of the men 
was drowned within ſight of his wife and family, bans. 


juſt before his own door. 
Several houſes and eſtates ſuffered conſiderab! ly in his 


neighbourhood of Hexham, tho happily no lives were loſt 
there. A man at the welt boat ſaved himſelf and family 


by breaking througn the thatch of his houſe, on the top 


of which they were obliged to continue many hours, in a 


| half naked condition. The eſtates of Mr Dunn, with His 
corn ſtacks, have ſuffered greatly; and in part of the *Spi- 


tal, belonging to Mr Weſtall, a large {quare Rong is: dit- 
covered, teemingly the baſe of a pedeſtal or croſg The 


farms of Mr Rt Bell, and Mr Harbottle, with their cattle; 


are mueh deſtroyed, as are alſo fone other grounds be- 


longing to Sir Walter Blackett ; the water Couric 10 ths. 


mills is.entirely diverted. 
On Saturday night the 16th, the great Solway or Son, 


Moſs (which is upon a high ground between the Sark an 

the Eſk, is near F500 Acres, and hes on the borders bur. * 

ten mer north of Carliſle) burſt on the north-eaſt fide, 
by a gullet of about 100 yards wide. At a very ſhort | 

x Gagne from the mouth of the, e it ts” at the 
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eight or nine loſt their lives; 
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. breadth of almoſt a mile ſquare, over above 400 acres of 


1 the beſt land in the North of England, and lay from 12 
139 to 13 feet deep. It flowed out of the gallet in a very rapid 
. eurrent, carrying along with it a very large quantity of 
moſs, which it forced from below the ſurface, and even, 
in ſome places the ſolid ſurface along with it, which, by 
floating upon the mols that had covered the lands in the 
Z Wed, of Eſk, gave them altogether the appearance of hav- 
ing been a moſs from time immemorial. There are 30 
families entirely driven from their habitations, and diſtreſſ- 
* ed by this accident. The Kev. Mr Graham, the propri- 
5 etor of the lands over Which the moſs has covered, muſt 
„ be the principal ſufferer. The eaves of the houſes, which 
* ſtood upon thoſe . N a= jet the reſt of them 
=» | are buried in the mire. Hedges and ditches are levelled, 
and the whole forms a view of black moſs, which before 
Was divided into as fine green fields as any in the king- 
it dom. The cauſe of the eruption is ſo evident, from the 
=” ſituation of Solway flow, and the adjacent lands on the 
Eaſt, together with the former management of thoſe who 
„ have caſt their peats on Sol way flow, that it is more won- 
NY | derful to the perſon who relates this account, that 
: the Solway flow hath ſtood ſp long, than that it hath 
now broke out and overfiowed fo great a quantity of 
ground upon the beds of the Eſk, It will be next to im- 
poſſible, ever again to clear the covered land by burnin 
the moſs, tho? it appears probable that there is a poſſib:lity, 
of clearing it by water: The greateſt part of the ſurface 
of the old moſs is ſtill whoie; but it is now ſo much out, 
that tho' formerly level, the middle of it is like a large 
glen, between two hills declining from each other. 


Every one muſt remark with pleaſure, that ſoon. after 
the above cataſtrophe, ſubſcriptions were ſet on foot in 
various parts of the three counties, for tae immediate re- 
lief of the unhappy ſufferers; and that how much ſoever 
we may unhappily be divided amongſt one another in 
religious or political ſcatiments, all ſeemed to unite in that 
ſpirit of charity and ben=volence which fo remarkably 
characterizes the Engliſh nation, —The ſubſcriptions re- 
ceived at the two banks in Newcaſtle, for the relief of the 
ſufferers in Newcaſtle, and the counties\of Northumber- 
land and Durham (beſides very liberal hrs made 
and lodged in the hands of ſome gentlemen at Durham 
. and Gateſhead) amounted to about 30861, 109. | 
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